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The climate crisis has always been in 
desperate need of  coverage. The prob-
lem is ongoing, its creeping reach re-
vealing itself  to us day after day in the 
form of  deadly heat waves, forest fires, 
rising coastlines, and strengthening 
storms – but for many of  us, it fades 
into the subconscious. These events 
make the news and we worry, we hold 
fear, we lament, and then we move on.

With Surge: The Lowcountry Climate 
Magazine, we aim to connect readers 
with the fight for climate liberation by 
educating and energizing, processing 
the deeper lessons of  the climate crisis, 
and sparking the climate activist that lies 
within. This first issue serves as a primer 
for the Lowcountry’s unique relation-
ship with climate action. From Charles-
ton’s Climate Action Plan to Mary 
Edna Fraser’s artwork, we share the 
gathering strength of  our activists; and 
in stories like Finding Charles House, 
we highlight the challenges we still face.

This magazine grew out of  the Charles-
ton Climate Coalition and our goal of  
transforming the Lowcountry into a 
climate action leader. The climate crisis 
can be so complex and wide-ranging, 
affecting every industry, human health, 
our daily routines, the passage of  the 
seasons, and more, that digesting it can 
feel impossible without a deft storyteller 
guiding you through it. We want you, 
the reader, to read Surge and feel like 
you have a better understanding of  cli-
mate change and your place within it — 
and then we want you to get involved.

The urgency of  the climate crisis 
prompted us to look to the rich histo-
ry of  US activist storytelling. Inspired 
by the countercultural movements that 
came before us, we chose a design that 
reflects the do-or-die stakes of  climate 
activism and the wisdom, drawing 
on late 60s experimental magazines. 
Thanks to the work of  Camela Gue-
vara, our art director, we hope you 
don’t just take this magazine as a source 
of  news and stories, but as art in itself. 

To quote Joseph Campbell: “The he-
ro’s journey always begins with the 
call. One way or another, a guide must 
come to say, ‘Look, you’re in Sleepy 
Land. Wake. Come on a trip. There is 
a whole aspect of  your consciousness, 
your being, that’s not been touched. So 
you’re at home here? Well, there’s not 
enough of  you there.’ And so it starts.”

We see the climate crisis as a call to ad-
venture, to be present, engaged, and 
awake to the quest we’re on; to make 
space in our busy lives for the larger 
cause of  climate liberation. By engag-
ing with it, we’re both helping to heal 
the world and opening ourselves up 
to greater agency and compassion. 
Read on, Surgers, for a guidebook to 
the great challenge of  our lifetimes.

a note from the
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Charleston Climate Coalition: 
an introduCtion

My father died in the summer of  2018 after a 
long, hard 3 years of  cancer. Afterwards, I felt a 
need to reenter the world, and I wanted to do my 
part on the climate crisis. Bafflingly, there was no 
existing climate activism group to join in climate 
vulnerable Charleston, SC. So in time, I met up 
with local folks who cared, we put on a rally, we 
carried on as the Charleston Climate Coalition. 
Three years after dad passed, I’m still at it. 

I think the connection is this: my dad’s cancer was 
terminal. There was nothing I could do to save 
him. But the climate crisis is not a terminal diag-
nosis, not yet. I can’t stand the idea of  standing 
by while we have the treatment and letting our 
window pass and the world as we know it die. To 
be able to heal, still, is a gift, not to be wasted.

I don’t come from a background in science or the 
environment. I’m a writer whose primary skills 
are imagination and communication. So I can 
provide ideas and visions. But I need you to help 
populate those visions — to find the intersection 
between what you’re good at, what energizes you, 
and what can help the planet, and to throw your-
self  into that with your full heart.

A core group of talented, creative, and energized 
activists come together for Charleston’s entry into 
the 2019 Global Climate Strike. The Climate Crisis 
Moment rally and march garners hundreds of at-
tendants. We see, firsthand, the crackling energy 
that climate activism can summon.

After months of organizing and planning 
next steps, we decide to become our own 
group: the Charleston Climate Coalition. 
We choose “Coalition” because we want to 
see many different parts of the Lowcountry 
come together under one banner.

We enter the local government arena with our Climate Emer-
gency Campaign, pushing local municipalities to pass a Cli-
mate Emergency Declaration. Championed by Councilman 
Garrett Milliken in James Island and supported by many let-
ters and calls from residents, the resolution finds mixed suc-
cess; the Mayor accedes to a compromise and puts in his own 
climate resolution, “Resolution on Global Climate Change and 
the Town’s Commitment to Mitigate and Prepare for its Con-
sequences,” the first climate action resolution to pass in SC.

We push for action in Charleston County and, through 
Councilman Kylon Middleton’s initiative, pass a climate 
action resolution that recognizes the climate crisis “as a 
clear immediate and long-term threat to the well-being 
of all communities” and encourages “the development 
and implementation of an equity-centered, communi-
ty-based, integrated climate action plan.”

The City of Charleston passes its 
Climate Action Plan, with input 
and development from many CCC 
members, setting the stage for a 
56% emission reduction by 2030.

CCC gets certified as a nonprofit, 
enabling it to receive tax-deduct-
ible donations and pay staffers to 
organize and expand its growing 
grassroots movement.
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timeline

We really do live in unprec-
edented times. The last 
time there was this much 

CO2 in the atmosphere, there were 
no ice caps, and Charleston was part 
of  the ocean floor. The climate crisis 
and the Lowcountry as we know it are 
incompatible — it’s either one or the 
other. So we have two paths before 
us. We can band together and trans-
form the Lowcountry into a climate 
action hub, doing our part to end 
fossil fuels, reduce car dependence, 
protect wetlands and forests, weath-
erize our buildings, and more to get 
the runaway heating of  our planet 
under control. Or we can accept that 
Charleston and everything around it 
will die a slow death from heat, hurri-
canes, and the creeping tide. 

The Charleston Climate Coalition 
came together in the fall of  2019 as a 
group of  fired-up citizens rallying for 
the Global Climate Strike. We saw that 

the climate crisis was coming and the 
Lowcountry was frozen in place. Over 
the past two years, we’ve fought for 
action. We helped pass climate resolu-
tions in James Island and Charleston 
County, pushed back against propos-
als by Dominion Energy to kill rooftop 
solar, and championed Charleston’s 
Climate Action Plan. We’ve worked to 
connect and bind together the climate 
community, establishing climate alli-
ances of  local groups and businesses, 
putting on community events like the 
Tour de Earth Day ecotour and Cli-
mate Faire, and surveying public hous-
ing residents on their environmental 
justice concerns. 

It’s all to build towards that bright 
green future, one where we’ve made 
our systems and society just and whole 
— and finally liberated ourselves from 
the specter of  the climate crisis. To join 
in that movement is one of  the great 
calls to adventure of  our lifetimes. We 
hope you’ll join us.

WRITTEN BY BELVIN OLASOV
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1. Climate activism should 
be joyful

Because the realities of  the climate 
crisis are so dark and potentially over-
whelming, we as activists must meet it 
with joy and creativity — to sustain us, 
nourish us, and revolutionize. Other-
wise, we face burnout, depression, anx-
iety, and avoidance. 

To do this work requires reckoning with 
grief, knowing what we’ve already lost 
to the climate crisis and accepting that. 
But grief, when processed, can deepen 
our love for what’s here and what can 
still remain — and can help us as ac-
tivists to cherish the communities we 
work with, the land we protect, and the 
golden moment we live in when we can 
still save so, so much. 

So we celebrate as we agitate and we 
sing as we fight. We make art and play-
ful events and magazines. That way, ev-
eryone can wake up the next morning 
and choose to do this another day. 

Charleston
Climate Coalition

2. Climate action must 
mend injustice

The climate crisis will take the fault lines 
in the Black, Brown, and low-income 
communities of  Charleston — the de-
caying and unsafe housing, food inse-
curity, wealth inequality, flooded neigh-
borhoods, and environmental toxins 
— and deepen them into collapse. Al-
ready, these communities are taking the 
brunt of  climate consequences. If  we 
choose to be awake to the climate cri-
sis, then we must be awake to the racist 
and oppressive structures that deepen 
the crisis, too. 

It’s our duty as activists, walking in the 
footsteps of  the civil rights movement, 
to recognize the Lowcountry’s need for 
repair work and to center that in our 
climate solutions. We need to concrete-
ly improve folks’ lives and health as 
we improve our climate’s health — to 
weatherize homes, expand transporta-
tion access, provide tree canopy and 
food access to neighborhoods in need, 
and stand with the local racial justice 
movement. 

If  mending injustice isn’t at the heart 
of  what we do, then we face a real pos-
sibility of  doing more harm than good. 
And we’re here to do good.

3. We need to build a 
mass movement

We humans are social beings. We nat-
urally look to our friends and commu-
nities to know: are we safe? Is there 
danger? And if  everyone is carrying on 
as if  things are fine, then it’s the rare 
person who wants to be the odd one 
out. That’s been the Lowcountry the 
past decade — carrying on as if  we’re 
not staring out at a hungry, rising sea, 
with only a small cadre of  enviro-folks 
sounding the alarm. 

This is a crisis situation, a real hair-on-
fire scenario. The UN IPCC report has 
told us we have less than a decade to re-
verse warming before the consequenc-
es get distinctly apocalyptic. And we 
face powerful opposing forces, like the 
fossil fuel companies that have spread 
disinformation and lobbied politicians 
for decades to protect their fossil fuel 
portfolios and prevent us from acting 
on climate.

The only way to overcome the coun-
tervailing forces of  capital and govern-
mental inertia is with a broad, strong 
coalition of  Lowcountry citizens from 
every walk of  life. We need a rising tide 
of  people power, a crashing wave of  
workers, artists, students, elders, shops, 
churches, and everyone else crying out 
for change. 

We need a Surge, if  you will. 

Central tenets
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McKain synthesized relevant elements 
from the decade-old Charleston Green 
Plan (which proverbially “sat on the 
shelf ” the past decade), pertinent parts 
of  other CAPs and the input of  those 
committees into a plan, to be revisited 
every five years, that details 12 strate-
gies and 51 action items to put the city 
on the path to a 56 percent reduction 
in carbon emissions (based on 2018 
levels) by 2030 and net zero by 2050. 
The full Charleston CAP recommen-
dations can be found online on the 
City’s website.

In two smaller local efforts, CCC 
helped urge both the Town of  James 
Island and Charleston County Council 
to pass resolutions last winter acknowl-
edging the risks of  climate change and 
that action should be taken. Neither 
passed without scrutiny, and didn’t 
involve the wholehearted efforts of  
McKain, citizens and overwhelming 
City Council support of  the CAP. Still, 
those resolutions are documents that 
can be referred back to in the event 
concerned citizens want to push for 
action.
 

Now and in the years ahead, the 
Lowcountry of  South Carolina will 
be among the many coastal, low-lying 
regions of  world that will be on the 
frontlines of  climate change, notably 
the quintuple-whammy of  flooding, 
sea level rise, hurricanes, extreme heat 
and periodic drought, not to mention 
unusual cold snaps due to polar vor-
texes caused by Arctic warming.
 

Action, not words   

Adapting to those extremes with 
expensive retrofitting of  infrastructure 
will only buy us time as the human 
race hopefully works collectively on 
local, regional and national levels to 
decrease the pollution that is causing 
accelerated global heating and its 
consequences.

 
Shortly after the Charleston CAP was 
passed, CCC’s Belvin Olasov told The 
Post and Courier about the signifi-
cance of  the document, saying: “You 
can’t solve a problem unless you have 
it clearly identified.”
 
Further action will have to be taken, 
and soon, by both City Council and 
other local governments to make the 
words on paper worth anything more 
than just that.
 
We need an array of  people to study 
the CAP, urge their home municipality 
to pass one, and continue to press for 
action and support candidates who 
“get it” in elections this year, next year 
and beyond. 

Climate aCtion Plan

Climate Action Plans, or CAPs, 
provide a localized framework — a 
planning document — for not only 
reducing or eliminating greenhouse 
gases that are heating our planet, but 
also bringing a wide array of  potential 
quality of  life improvements, including 
saving money, cleaning air and water, 
building equity in housing, food, trans-
portation and safety, and preserving 
cultural richness.
 
Of  course, CAPs are words on paper 
and none of  those benefits will take 
place if  elected officials and govern-
ment administrators fail to implement 
the goals of  the plan. And that means 
local groups, such as the Charleston 
Climate Coalition, must keep those 
goals at the forefront of  policy deci-
sions.
 

As the federal government continues 
to fail on acting on climate and many 
state governments don’t do much bet-
ter, hope currently lies with cities and 
counties — both large and small — in 
taking solid actions.
 
More than a hundred have crafted 
CAPs in recent years, and not just the 
bastions of  progress, such as Burl-
ington, Vt., or Boulder, Colo., but 
Southern neighbors such as Asheville, 
Durham and Atlanta. Even conser-
vative Greenville in the Upstate is 
currently creating a plan, minus the 
“c-word,” called the SustainableGVL 
Plan.
 

Charleston’s effort to create a CAP — 
which was expertly shepherded by city 
Sustainability Director Katie McK-
ain — started in the fall of  2020 and 
involved the input from a diverse array 
of  150 experts, officials and other con-
cerned citizens, including more than a 
dozen active CCC participants. People 
served on five committees focused 
on buildings, waste, carbon sinks and 
transportation.
 

 In a first step toward doing its part in curbing greenhouse gas emissions in 
the Lowcountry, Charleston City Council passed a Climate Action Plan. 

WRITTEN BY DAVID QUICK
ILLUSTRATIONS BY BEN MULDROW

What is a
?

CARBON SINKS
WASTE 

BUILDINGS

TRANSPORTATION

Ccc Plays A Role
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I was born and raised on John’s Island. 
My family, fortunately, lives on elevat-
ed land so their homes stay dry. But 
we’re surrounded by water on all sides 
and everytime a big rain comes, the 
road gets flooded. If  there’s a storm 
coming we have to decide if  we’re go-
ing to leave before the road washes out 
or if  we’ll take our chances knowing 
that it might take a really long time 
for help to get here if  we need it. For 
as long as I can remember the land 
around my family’s homes has been 
farmed. First it was local farmworkers, 
then migrant workers. Now no one is 
farming it. There’s too much unpre-
dictability — rain, flooding, hurricanes 
— people can’t afford to take all of  
those days off. And crops don’t grow 
on flooded land. So now there are no 
more farmers. No more farmland.

- TAMARA, 
JOHN’S ISLAND

I’ve lived here my whole life. Hugo in ‘89.. a tree fell on my house at 
3 in the morning. Scared us, but no one was hurt. Since then, I 

never leave. When they say a storm’s coming, we all just think, It’s 
not going to be as bad as Hugo. I’m off today because of  all the rain 

this week. Maybe tomorrow it will be sunny and I can get back to 
work. It’s hard, but you just gotta learn how to set money aside.

- VINCENT, 
NORTH CHARLESTON

BY HANNAH NOEL-BOUCHARD

Hi, my name is Talulah of  the 
Quponda tribe and I am eleven years 
old. I became a water protector in 
2015 when I went to Standing Rock 
to protect the water from the Black 
Snake, also known as the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline. We are all here because 
we love our home and we want to take 
care of  it. We are all standing on in-
digenous land and we are all standing 
on Gullah land. Our ancestors taught 
us that anything we do will affect the 
next seven generations. The planet’s 
future is our future.
 
All of  our resources need protection 
including the soil, water, air, and 
the forests. We all know recently the 
Amazon Rainforest has been on fire. 
Those trees clean our air that we need 
and the roots of  all the plants help 
hold the rich soil in place. If  there are 
no plants, the soil would flow into the 
rivers.
 

The reason the Amazon is on fire 
is because of  cattle farming. Cattle 
farmers regularly start illegal fires and 
have been for decades so that they 
have fields for the cattle. The little fires 
spread and now all is on fire. So if  you 
eat less cow meat we can show the 
cattle farmers that the rainforests are 
valuable.
 
In fact, as an individual person, every 
time you eat a plant based meal you 
are protecting our resources power-
fully in every direction. Agriculture is 
one of  the leading causes of  climate 
change devastating at least 31% of  the 
land on the planet. Each plant-based 
meal protects from water pollution, 
soil erosion, carbon and methane in 
the atmosphere, deforestation, and 
waste.
 
I personally chose to be vegan when 
I was three years old and have been 
my whole life. Being vegan isn’t as 
hard as you think. If  you want more 
information on having a plant based 
diet we have some free recipes which 
will be by the big sign. And remember, 
the planet’s future is our future. Some 
kids that helped us paint the big sign 
couldn’t come today but they sent 
their love.

WRITTEN BY TALULAH TANT
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window v hurricanes

Nonprofits such as Charleston’s Sus-
tainability Institute and many utility 
monopolies offer free to low-cost ener-
gy audits to help advise on an array of  
home improvements that make homes 
more energy efficient and therefore re-
silient.
 
The Sustainability Institute has been 
training young adults to perform audits 
and do repairs in its AmeriCorps-affili-
ated Energy Conservation Corps. The 
program seeks to encourage vocations 
in the field or at least provide skills to 
people to make them more self-suffi-
cient. 

store. slow and sink 

stormwater

fortifying roofs, insulation, 

adding solar

The winds and subsequent rain, driven 
by extreme storms such as hurricanes 
can make a building vulnerable to leaks 
and flooding. Making sure windows, 
doors and outlets for plugs in your 
house, business, school, and/or church 
are in good shape, or if  not, replacing 
seals not only prevents those threats 
from storms but also saves energy and 
thereby money and curbs your carbon 
footprint. Leaky, drafty buildings can 
increase energy costs by up to 20%.

While caulking and sealing windows, 
doors, and outlets is really inexpensive 
and requires minimal expertise, a sim-
ilar win-win is having double-paned, 
“hurricane-rated” windows or storm 
windows. Blown-out windows allow 
wind to rush into buildings and create 
lift on the roof, resulting in severe dam-
age. Replacing windows can be expen-
sive but costs often are recouped in en-
ergy savings over the long term. Many 
insurance companies will provide dis-
counts for replacing substandard win-
dows. A whopping 25 to 30% of  ener-
gy loss can be attributed to inadequate 
windows.

Since the hurricanes in the 1990s, new 
storm standards have increased both 
the strength and efficiency of  windows. 

Climate aCtion 
sPotliGHt:

WeatHeriZation

energy audits, local help

Likewise, extreme hurricanes have re-
sulted in upgrades in building stan-
dards, especially roofs. Most roof  cover-
ings have a lifespan of  30 years. In the 
Lowcountry’s extreme heat, high winds, 
and baking sun, it’s even less.
 
Those who seek to place solar panels, 
which also have lifespans of  25 to 30 
years, often replace roofs beforehand 
to avoid a faulty roof  with panels on 
it. While some have expressed con-
cern about the impact of  solar panels 
on roofs during storms, those in hurri-
cane-ravaged Louisiana generally fared 
better than those without. Solar panels 
have also proven to add to the life of  a 
roof  by providing a layer of  shade and 
reflecting some of  the sunlight.

weather-stripping, caulking 

and sealing outlets

Many of  us think that adapting to climate change and curbing it are two different actions. You 
know, like building a wall to ward off sea level rise or putting solar panels on your roof. Not 

always so. Consider “weather-proofing” buildings and surrounding land.

Adaptation to climate change and re-
ducing it don’t just pertain to the built 
environment.
 
Some keys to adapting to heavy rainfall 
and flooding are to take a chapter out 
of  Permaculture 101 to “store, slow, 
and sink” stormwaters.
 
Storing it can involve retaining it in rain 
barrels or cisterns to be used as free ir-
rigation water after the storm. Slowing 
it can involve building “rain gardens,” 
relatively shallow depressions that con-
tain native plant species that flourish in 
wet conditions. One ally that should be 
obvious, but not always is, in both slow-
ing and sinking stormwater is native 
trees. Planting them is win-win-win be-
cause tree canopies slow rainfall (ever 
stood under one during a downpour?), 
sink it into root systems and store it 
in trunks, branches and leaves, which   
then slowly and steadily transpire mois-
ture back into the atmosphere. And, of  
course, trees take carbon out of  the at-
mosphere and store it in tissues, while 
providing us with oxygen to breathe.
 
Minimizing impervious surfaces, such 
concrete and asphalt, is also critical to 
sinking stormwater into the ground as 
well as keeping surface temperatures 
lower.

WRITTEN BY DAVID QUICK
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Finding Charles House
WRITTEN BY BELVIN OLASOV

ARTWORK BY DOS BANDIDOS

Black mold behind the walls. 
Flooded floors, every step 
on the tiles pushing up gray, 

cloudy water. Pests so rampant that 
even the freezer food isn’t safe.

Miracle Mozzee’s two years in Charles-
ton public housing living with these 
conditions alongside her chronically 
ill, bedridden mother, Teresa Moz-
zee, had left her desperate for change. 
Charleston Housing Authority had de-
layed treatment, leaving both the mold 
and flooding to worsen. Their mainte-

nance only superficially patched over 
the mold and swelling water. At various 
points, CHA left the mold exposed for 
24 hours and pumped bleach in the 
air vents, temporarily blinding Teresa. 

“All I wanted was a safe place 
for my mom,” Miracle said.

At her wit’s end, Miracle contacted Rep. 
Wendell Guillard, who reached out to 
CHA President Don Cameron. CHA 
belatedly offered Miracle and her moth-
er new housing, but the new housing 
seemed to them to have mold problems 

of  its own. Then, the press got involved 
– Miracle’s story was on ABC News 
every night at 6. Cameron gave an in-
terview saying that these problems were 
unprecedented in CHA, and that they 
found no mold damage in the original 
housing.

It was then, after breaking down and 
crying in the car, that Miracle looked 
at her best friend, mold remediator 
Makayla McCollin, and said: “No. We 
ain’t the only ones.” They printed up 
a flyer and went door-to-door to other 
public housing residents. They found 
that they were right – issues with mold, 
pests, flooding, and decay were abso-
lutely everywhere. That’s when public 
housing tenant advocacy group Charles 
House was formed.

Since then, they’ve worked ceaselessly 
on building Charles House into a force 
for good in public housing residents’ 
lives. Sometimes that means mutual aid, 
with food drives and direct responses 
to issues. They can buy a tenant being 
threatened with eviction extra time by 
requesting a jury trial; they can get a 
pregnant tenant dealing with a broken 
AC system in extreme heat an AC unit 
for the weekend.

They’ve also been building their case 
on housing’s issue with both anecdotal 
and statistical evidence. Through an 
environmental justice survey collabo-
ration with Charleston Climate Coali-
tion, they found that 62% of  surveyed 
residents reported a negative impact on 
their health and wellbeing from their 
housing; 60% reported a maintenance 
issue, with 33% reporting mold; and 
46% had issues with CHA’s unwilling-
ness or inability to fix problems.

“Some of  these apartments even have 
lead. There’s been a few parents that 
reach out and say their kids got tested 
for lead, and it was positive,” Miracle 
said.

Charles House ultimately aims to be-
come a tenant union in order to unite 
public housing residents and negotiate 
from a place of  power. Due to a fear of  
reprisal from CHA, many residents are 
reluctant to speak up.

“A lot of  the tenants that we came across 
with Charles House, it’s like: ‘I’ve been 
homeless before,’ or ‘I’ve seen what oth-
er people go through,’ so I’ll just take 
what I got regardless because it’s sup-
posed to be like this. Because at the end 
of  the day, I don’t have no other option, 
whether it’s right or wrong. This is my 
only option. This is my kids’ only op-
tion. So I’ll settle,” Makayla said.

Through her still-continuing housing 
debacle, Miracle developed lupus, had 
her possessions improperly stored and 
broken by CHA, and couldn’t keep her 
job as a teacher. The Charles House 
work kept her going.

“It was my peace... I didn’t have any 
type of  positive outlet besides working 
with the community. I found myself  
waking up, ready to go talk to people. 
I was depressed. I wasn’t in the mood 
to talk to anybody,” Miracle said. “But 
they made me want to. They say, we 
needed this. We need somebody to do 
this for us.”

“Miracle will ignore the fact that her 
feet may be hurting from the time she 
wakes up, and she’ll go out and help me 
hand out 500 flyers, just because, hey – 
these people need a voice. I’m not gon-
na let nobody be in the situation that I 
was in,” Makayla said.

The climate crisis will worsen all the en-
vironmental justice issues public hous-
ing tenants face – rising seas and worse 
weather events will make flooding and 
mold an even more dire issue. But the 
unsafe, decaying status quo of  Charles-
ton public housing has an answer in 
Charles House.

Stay up to date with Charles House on Instagram   @charleshouse_
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“All of  my pieces are visual prayer 
flags,” she said. “Every piece, I have a 
cause or a human being that I am pray-
ing for the whole time I’m working.”

Fraser is a longtime activist, and her 
work has been woven into the fabric of  
Charleston’s environmental movement. 
During Enough Pie’s Awakening V: 
King Tide event, her 100-foot banner 
calling for action on sea level rise hung 
from Joseph Floyd Manor. She’s col-
laborated with Coastal Conservation 
League, Charleston Waterkeeper, and 
the SC Environmental Law Project on 
various projects, like her recent Dewees 
Island Conservancy exhibition. At the 
first CCC event, the Climate Crisis Mo-
ment rally, every speaker was flanked 
by two of  her red-orange marsh batiks 
– including Fraser herself, who led the 
crowd in singing protest folk songs. 

“Artists have always been the mega-
phones of  bad news,” she said. “Cre-
ative people have always said the hard 
things before the politicians talk about 
it…  You have to knock them upside the 
head a bit before they’ll address reali-
ty.”

Fraser has had an extensive and pro-
ductive partnership with geologist 
Orrin Pilkey, helping communicate 
climate science through traveling exhi-
bitions “Our Expanding Oceans” and 
“Shifting East Coast Barrier Islands,” 
as well as their 2011 book, “Global Cli-
mate Change: A Primer.” He brings a 
deep well of  scientific knowledge, and 
she works to make sure the message 
lands through her art.

“How many times can you say things? 
And you feel like sometimes you’re 
getting a dead ear and dead eye?” she 
said. “People are just fed up with the 
message, so you have to find a new way 
to put it in a new telescope hole, you 
know, so that it hits right at the heart.”

Mary 
Edna 
Fraser

The two came together during Fraser’s 
first foray into combining art and activ-
ism. When she became the first woman 
to have an exhibit at the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum in 1994, she realized 
she had one of  the biggest museum audi-
ences in the world. She decided to bring 
quotes from Pilkey’s “The Beaches Are 
Moving” into the show, to have a con-
versation about coastlines and improper 
development and have her art “do more 
than be pretty.” 

Fraser feels the beauty of  her work does 
help attain her activist goals. That’s part 
of  her advice for artists who want to help 
make a difference – to find what they’re 
passionate about, what moves them the 
most, and then once they hit on some-
thing like a lightning rod, to say it loud 
and with style and appeal. “Can’t be a 
blues singer. Can’t whine,” she said. “You 
gotta do some rock and roll.”

“If  you can engage somebody to look 
at a beautiful picture, and then read the 
horror of  the reality that location is fac-
ing, then you can cause an emotional 
stir which will result in support for your 
cause.”

Horror at the climate crisis, and at the 
way we’re run by money, capitalism and 
greed, has driven Fraser to create climate 
pieces like Inferno and stay involved with 
groups like CCC. But she ultimately be-
lieves that “mankind has the ability to 
deal with climate change in creative and 
intelligent ways,” and has a lot of  hope 
for the future of  wind and solar and the 
end of  Big Oil.

In the meantime, she plans to continue in 
her role as cheerleader for local environ-
mental changemakers. And her work – 
inspired by Impressionism and Japanese 
Edo period art, of  marshes and forests 
and mountains, space and constellations, 
large in scale and yet broken down to its 
essence – will continue to flow.

Mary Edna Fraser has 
a  way of  holding 
court. With her light-

house-bright blue eyes trained on 
you, sitting by the James Island

Creek that she’s spent nearly a 
decade defending from 
pollutants and development, you see 
the same confident, luminous quality 
that pervades her work.

LIGHT & LIGHT & 
SHADOWSHADOW

Eye of  Hurricane Hugo
batik on silk
60 x 36 in
1993
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“The culture tells you to consume and 
follow your own whims and do what 
makes you feel good…but I don’t 
think that’s the meaning of  life…
There’s a lot more fulfillment to be 
found in doing things that make the 
world a little better and help others,” 
he said.

As climate activists, we’re not only 
making an effort to save ourselves 
from disaster, we’re working to ensure 
that this planet is livable in the future. 
The selfless approach of  faith-based 
activists should be something incor-
porated into all climate work — from 
policy on public transportation to 
shoreline restoration. We’re not just 
working toward change for ourselves 
or our community, we’re part of  a 
global movement of  stewards en-
gaged in creating a better world for all 
beings.

WRITTEN BY SYDNEY BOLLINGER

Uncovering the role of  faith 
in climate activism

with Reverend Rutledge

faith & 
climate “There’s nothing that’s more urgent 

[than climate change] and there’s 
really nothing that matters more. 
We’re essentially talking about what 
life will be like on Earth in the future 
and what we’re passing down to future 
generations.” 

Seeking out this connection to all life 
on earth is part of  understanding the 
drastic and harrowing changes this 
planet is going through at the hands of  
the climate crisis. 

“When I think about the things I 
learned in church — to love my neigh-
bor — I consider not only my human 
neighbors, but all other creatures as 
my neighbors, as members of  a bigger 
family,” Rutledge said. 

Climate activism — especially some 
faith-based climate activism — can 
decentralize humanity to focus on the 
whole of  Earth’s ecosystems to which 
we also belong. Humanity has made 
a mess of  the planet, but it’s not only 
impacting us — and not only impact-
ing those of  us with the luxury of  
safety.

“I think there’s a really important role 
for religion to play in saying, ‘We are 
called to love each other and even to 
make some sacrifices for each other.’”

Climate work can be slow-moving and 
frustrating, but Rutledge’s words are 
a reminder that this work is for the 
greater good of  all people, of  all living 
things.

Followers of  the Christian faith are 
known as the church. It’s more than 
just beautiful buildings tucked into 
Charleston’s downtown – the church 
is the group of  people acting in the 
teachings of  the faith all over the 
world. It’s global. 

We can look at the earth itself  as a 
church, or a spirit of  divine power. 
Many eco-theologians and faith-based 
climate activists see a sacred connec-
tion between human and non-human. 
From the sand on the Lowcountry’s 
shores to the palm trees that line 
Charleston sidewalks, we are part of  a 
living, linked together world.

Reverend Dr. Jeremy Rutledge of  
Circular Church in Charleston makes 
these sometimes esoteric ideas con-
crete and accessible. Focused on 
humanity’s relationship to our world. 
Rutledge, who has served as Circular’s 
senior pastor since 2012, says his faith 
is deeply intertwined with his relation-
ship to the more-than-human world. 

As a boy in Oahu, his mother took 
him to the beach everyday, where he 
understood God through the power of  
the ocean. 

“My earliest thoughts about whatever 
God was had to do with the ocean and 
the mountains and the earth,” he said. 
“My most powerful experiences were 
just being in the ocean, and so that 
feeling of  ‘at home-ness’ …[I had a] 
real feeling of  reverence for the ocean 
between the mountains, and a feeling 
that there was a story that was much, 
much greater than my own story.” 

The feeling of  something bigger is 
often central to climate activism, be-
cause we’re not only fighting to protect 
the splendor of  our planet, but also 
the lives of  those who will be greatly 
affected by the ramifications of  the 
climate crisis. 
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The Montana night sky was 
frigid and dark save for the 
silhouettes of  mountains in 

the distance. I stood on someone’s 
back deck, loosely laced boots and 
three layers under my winter coat 
and milled about. Susie, who led the 
group, had instructed us to do so — 
mill about, refrain from eye contact, 
feel the overwhelming busyness of  
the world recreated atop the creak-
ing wooden planks. 

Susie told us to stop and pair up with 
the closest person. She was mine. I 
held her mittened palms with my bare, 
cold-chapped hands. Susie looked 
into my eyes, her stare watery. I felt 
my own tears form, noticing how they 
seemed to freeze on their way down 
my face. The intensity of  the moment 
transcended time. While we stood in 
the cold, I knew her lifetime despite 
only having met her once before. 

Susie was leading us through an activ-
ity called The Milling, helping partic-
ipants come face-to-face with the hu-
man impacts of  the climate crisis. As 
Susie and I stood there, I contemplat-
ed her death at the hands of  climate 
disaster while she contemplated mine. 
The two of  us and a handful of  other 
folks were among the first members of  
a new local chapter of  Extinction Re-
bellion. The group wanted to process 
our grief  for the world.

The Milling comes from The Work 
that Reconnects, a framework devel-
oped by Joanna Macy, an environmen-
tal activist and scholar of  Buddhism, 
general systems theory, and deep 
ecology. Macy’s system provides a way 
for people to process these emotions, 
reconnect with the planet, and find 
hope that leads them to action. 

Turning hope into action is the prem-
ise of  Joanna Macy and Chris John-
stone’s book Active Hope: How to Face 
the Mess We’re in without Going Crazy. 
Through the book, Macy and John-
stone detail the process of  The Work 
That Reconnects and how it applies 
to both activists and those so over-
whelmed by the world’s problems that 
they do nothing. The authors frame 
the book around the concepts of  pas-
sive hope and active hope, a hope that 
invigorates humanity to work toward 
creative solutions to mitigate this crisis 
and to restore our spirits.

Macy and Johnstone take the reader 
through the spiral of  The Work that 
Reconnects, which “has a strength-
ening effect that deepens with each 
repetition.” It’s this work, spelled out 
and digestible, that makes this book 
worth reading over and over. Active 
Hope provides myriad activities and 
practices for both groups and indi-
viduals, making it an unparalleled 
resource for anyone engaging with the 
climate crisis. Macy and Johnstone’s 
work accesses a deep part of  the soul 
that both aches for the world and has 
the power to move forward with love, 
enthusiasm, and most importantly, 
hope.

    Finding Hope in the Midst of Chaos
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Let your eyes go out of  focus; you won’t bump. 
Use the whole space so we don’t get into a 
snarl in the middle. Soft vision and you won’t 
collide. If  you find us all going in the same 
direction, turn around and go upstream. 

In the first part, people are mov-
ing as if  on busy city streets. 
Hurry; this is modern society and time is 
money. Keep moving. No talking. You are an 
important person with important things to do. 
Feel the tension of  making your way through 
all these moving obstacles.

Next, the pace slows and par-
ticipants become aware of  each 
other’s presence. 
Now, slow down a bit. See the faces around 
you. Your eyes may engage as we pass.

Then begins a series of  
one-to-one encounters. Take 
care to point out that when they 
meet, they don’t need to lock 
eyes. They can simply relax their 
gaze and open their awareness 
to the whole person. Be sure to 
give ample milling time between 
encounters, to relieve the inten-
sity and allow the experience to 
sink in.

The first encounter draws 
attention to the sheer presence 
of  the other, and their choice to 
be here. 

You find yourself  in front of  someone. Stop. 
If  it’s comfortable, take their right hand in 
yours. This person is alive on planet Earth at 
the same time as you, born into the same peri-
od of  crisis, danger, speed, and injustice. And 
this person has chosen to be here today, has 
chosen to put aside other activities, tasks and 
pleasures, in order to come here to join the rest 
of  us in a time of  deep foreboding and strife, 
to look together at what’s happening in our 
world. Feel your gratitude for your partner’s 
choice to be here and silently acknowledge 
your parting.

And we move on, go back to slow milling. 

In the following encounter, the 
focus moves to the other per-
son’s knowledge of  our present 
situation, and their willingness 
to face it. 

You are looking into the face of  someone who 
knows the terrible injustice, inequality, and 
pain that surround and wound us all in dif-
ferent ways. This person knows this is going 
on, yet they haven’t closed their eyes, haven’t 
turned away. This person pays attention to all 
this. Experience your respect for their courage. 

Silently acknowledge your parting. As we 
move on, go back to slow milling.

Now stop in front of  your next partner. As 
you breathe and take in the presence of  your 
partner, let your awareness open widely to 
hold the complexities and confusion this 
person experiences due to being born with their 
particular skin color, culture, abilities and dis-
abilities, and gender. Open yourself  up to the 

social privilege or discrimination this person 
may have experienced as a result. Now, invite 
yourself  to open to the immeasurable and 
unnamed losses your partner has suffered for a 
lifetime of  being deeply impacted by privilege 
or oppression.

Find a simple, silent way to acknowledge 
the journey that you each are making to come 
back fully to life and to partake in its shared 
and multifaceted richness.

Nod your head to acknowledge all that has 
moved through you in the presence of  this 
partner.

Now move on and go back to slow milling.

In this last encounter, we ac-
knowledge the danger each per-
son faces on this planet and the 
gifts they can bring to it. 

Moving on, we come to our last encounter. 
Facing each other, put your hands together 
palm to palm at shoulder height. 

Before you stands someone living on a beau-
tiful, fragile, and poisoned planet. In their 
body, as in yours, are toxins that can bring 
cancer and disease. This person, like you, can 
die from a nuclear accident or attack, or from 
a flood or drought or a plague triggered by the 
climate crisis. They could die at the hands of  
social injustice. We can face this together. We 
must not let our common danger separate us. 
Let it bond us. 

Allow your awareness to open to the real 
possibility that this person will play a pivotal 
role in turning our world to a life-sustaining 
civilization. They have the gifts, the strengths, 
the motivation. Allow that possibility to enter 
your mind and let them know how you feel 
about it.

Adapted from “The Milling,” revised by Molly 
Brown, incorporating ideas from a version by Kaia 
Svien, as part of  The Work That Reconnects.

“The Milling“ 
Activity Guide

Method

This nonverbal 
activity leads partici-

pants to silent encounters, 
which help participants to see 

their shared humanity. The guide 
of  the activity should ensure any 
statements or comments are 
non-manipulative to allow 

participants to express the 
fullness of  their 

emotions.

Create a large open space in a room or take the group outside, weather 
permitting. All words in italics are meant to be spoken by the activity’s guide.
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Sightsee founders Joel Sadler and Al-
lyson Sutton take their shop’s role as 
a community hub seriously. At their 
coffeehouse and retail store on the cor-
ner of  Line St. and Rose Ln. in down-
town Charleston, selling locally roasted 
Springbok coffee and a curated collec-
tion of  retail goods from ethical brands 
across the world is only part of  what 
they do. They also regularly share calls 
to action for racial justice, criminal jus-
tice reform, economic empowerment, 
and the LGBTQ+ community through 
their social media, newsletter, and web-
site. When there’s a need to mobilize 
for a Charleston City Council meet-
ing, you’ll often hear about it through 
Sightsee.

“Charleston wouldn’t exist without 
Black people. Full stop. Yet system-
ic racism (from education to policing 
to housing affordability) has led to 
countless inequities toward and dis-
placement of  the exact community 
that built our city,” Joel and Allyson 
said. “If  we can create a welcoming, 
friendly, open-minded space both at 
our physical shop and in our online 
presence, and if  that welcoming vibe 
opens someone’s eyes to injustice or in-

spires someone to call their City Coun-
cil member, then it’s a step in the right 
direction.”

All of  Sightsee’s cups, lids, and straws 
are compostable, and they also com-
post all of  their coffee grounds, filters, 
paper towels, and any other com-
postable waste generated at the shop 
on a daily basis. That enables them to 
divert at least 16 gallons of  waste this 
way each week. They also try to reuse 
containers when packaging and do 
their best to source eco-friendly shirts/
sweatshirts and screen print locally us-
ing water-based inks.

 “We feel particularly passionate about 
implementing climate-friendly practic-
es because climate change has a tre-
mendous negative impact on the coffee 
industry,” they said. “Coffee producers 
are constantly faced with the challeng-
es of  farming in increasingly volatile 
conditions; not to mention they have to 
factor in water use and land access and 
a plethora of  other environmental-re-
lated issues daily. We’d find it very hyp-
ocritical to operate a coffee shop in a 
way that would only further exacerbate 
these problems for coffee farmers.”

Since January 2021, the Charleston 
Climate Coalition has been forming 
Climate Alliances to spread the climate 
movement across the Lowcountry – a 
network of  businesses, organizations, 
groups, and individuals implementing 
climate-friendly practices and adding 
their voice to the chorus demanding 
substantive climate action. Each Cli-
mate Alliance – Lowcountry Farms, 
Restaurants, Green Businesses, and 
Coffee Shops for Climate Action, with 
Clothing Shops and Wellness Groups 
launching soon – have their own suite 
of  actions to take, from vegan options 
at restaurants to compostable and reus-
able containers at coffee shops. When 
it comes time to rally behind a big 
campaign, like the Charleston County 
Climate Action Plan, the alliances are 
on-hand to drum up support.

siGHtsee

What do a Vertical Roots 
farmer, a Mamasita cloth 
diaper entrepreneur, a 

sous chef  at Butcher and Bee, and a 
killer cappuccino barista at The Dai-
ly have in common? Their work is all 
connected to the climate crisis in one 
way or another – and now, they’re a 
part of  the climate movement.
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The climate crisis is only going to send 
more saltwater to our doorsteps. Heron 
Farms, the world’s first indoor vertical 
saltwater farm, aims to leverage that 
sea level rise and excess carbon dioxide 
to produce sea beans, create a sustain-
able agricultural system, and restore 
marshland while they do it.

Founded by Isle of  Palms native Sam 
Norton, Heron Farms was launched in 
2020. Norton was inspired by the chal-
lenge of  growing food without fresh 
water, and knew the sea beans from 
his childhood. If  you’ve never tried a 
sea bean, Sam describes it as “biting 
into the ocean.” Sea beans aren’t le-
gumes but succulents, often used as a 
plant-based salt alternative. To grow 
these plants, Heron Farms employs 
predictive software and automated 
data collection and analysis methods 
to manage parameters including water 
salinity, carbon dioxide, growth cycles, 
and yield.

A key facet of  their operations is marsh-
land restoration. For each pound of  sea 
beans sold, they restore a square foot 
of  marshland. They partner with local 
businesses like Dalai Sofia, Westbrook 

Brewing, and Charles Towne Fermen-
tory on co-branded products and then 
restore a square foot of  marshland for 
each product sold. Thus far, they’ve 
been able to restore an acre of  marsh-
land in both Charleston and Bangla-
desh. 

Restoration of  salt marshes is a crit-
ical climate action. They don’t just 
act as nurseries for marine organisms 
and provide habitat for many migra-
tory bird species – they’re also excel-
lent at sequestering carbon dioxide. 
Salt marshes are decreasing each year 
as dredging and coastal development 
threaten these essential ecosystems. Lo-
cally, the disposal of  dredged material 
from the Charleston Harbor and sur-
rounding waterways has displaced over 
3,000 acres of  tidal saltmarsh. Efforts 
to restore these areas using the tradi-
tional greenhouse-to-transplant ap-
proach are expensive and ineffective; to 
combat these challenges, Heron Farms 
utilizes an unmanned aerial vehicle de-
livering a seed payload at a lower cost.

As a leader in innovative, sustainable 
agriculture, Heron Farms inspires us 
to challenge ourselves with imagining 
creative solutions to the climate crisis.

Heron farms

Surge
by Duke Hagerty
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From 1994-2008, Mic earned state and national 
honors for his work with The Post and Couri-
er in Charleston, before leaving the newspaper 
to start his own business, based from his Isle of  
Palms home. And while he expanded his efforts 
to include portrait and marketing photography, 
he has continued his work in journalism, in-
cluding assignments from The Associated Press. 

The “Thousand Year Floods” of  2015 that 
dumped as much as two feet of  rain in short order 
on communities across South Carolina. 

The 2005 relief  response to the ravages of  
Hurricane Katrina along the Mississippi coast. 

The chaos of  the Hurricane Floyd evacuation 
in 1999 with 3.5 million people in four 
Southeastern states caught up in fear and gridlock. 

Kel Morgan
Gary Smith
David Quick 
Jen Wright 

Through the years, Mic has captured a wide 
range of  subjects from unforgettable football 
games to presidential campaigns to the beau-
ty of  the Lowcountry landscape. Yet many 
of  his most riveting images still come during 
hurricane season, as the threat of  disruption 
and destruction have become an increas-
ingly expected part of  life along the coast. 

www.micsmithphotography.com

And even in less frantic moments, such as this frame that Mic recently captured of  Edisto’s 
eroding Botany Bay, the dramatic forces of  nature are often on display.

Mic Smith has chronicled the impact of  these climate emergencies 
and many others throughout his career as a photojournalist.

many 
tHanks to

Alison Craig 
Tim Cohen
Eli Bundy

Dos Bandidos 
www.dosbandidosart.com
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